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SUBJECT: CANADIAN INTEREST IN UK REACTOR MARKET 
HEIGHTENS 

REF: LONDON 1068; 1069 NOTAL 

1. ALTHOUGH MARKED BY RELATIVELY LITTLE PUBLICITY, THE 
PERIOD FEBRUARY 4-8 SAW AN EXPRESSION OF INTENSE INTER- 
EST ON THE PART OF CANADA IN BREAKING INTO THE U.K. 
NUCLEAR REACTOR MARKET. A HIGH-LEVEL TEAM HEADED BY 
CANADIAN MINISTER FOR ENERGY DONALD MACDONALD SPENT 
THAT TIME DISCUSSING THE PROSPECTS FOR CANADIAN-UK 
NUCLEAR PARTNERSHIP IN HEAVY WATER REACTOR SYSTEMS. 
MINISTER MACDONALD WAS QUOTED IN THE PRESS AT THE END OF 
LAST WEEK AS SAYING THAT THERE WAS A REAL POSSIBILITY 
OF BRITAIN CHOOSING BETWEEN U.S. LIGHT WATER AND ANGLO- 
CANADIAN HEAVY WATER REACTORS. HE SAID HE WOULD CON- 
SIDER HIS CURRENT TRIP A SUCCESS IF THE U.K. ADOPTED THE 
STEAM GENERATING HEAVY WATER REACTOR (THAT IS, A SYSTEM 
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ADMITTED, HOWEVER, THAT HE HAD NOT GOTTEN VERY FAR WITH 
ARTHUR HAWKINS, CHAIRMAN OF THE CENTRAL ELECTRICITY GENERATING 
BOARD, WHO HAS ADVOCATED THE PURCHASE OF U.S. 

LWR'S BY THE CEGB. 

2. MINISTER MACDONALD ALSO ANNOUNCED THE VISIT TO 
CANADA BEGINNING FEBRUARY 10 OF HMG CHIEF SCIENTIST SIR 
ALAN COTTRELL AND TWO MEMBERS OF THE NUCLEAR POWER 
ADVISORY BOARD, R.V. MOORE AND J.S.R. MORRIS. THE GROUP 
REPORTEDLY WAS DUE TO VISIT THE PICKERING CANDU STATION 
NEAR TORONTO AND A CANDU CONSTRUCTION SITE AT BRUCE, 

ONTARIO. THE CANADIAN HIGH COMMISSION SCIENCE COUNSELOR 
HERE HAS CONFIRMED TO US THE PURPOSE OF THE TRIP AND 
THE COMPOSITION OF THE PARTY.HE NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT THE 
BRIEF VISIT, WHILE TIMELY, IS THE RESULT OF AN INVITATION 
EXTENDED TO COTTRELL BY ATOMIC ENERGY OF CANADA A YEAR 
AGO. THE U.K. TEAM IS EXPECTED BACK IN LONDON ON FEB- 
RUARY 13. 

4. ADDRESSEES (EXCEPT OTTAWA) WILL RECALL THAT COTTRELL 
(A LEADING METALLURGIST) RECENTLY EXPRESSED SERIOUS 
RESERVATIONS ABOUT THE INTEGRITY OF PRESSURE VESSELS 
IN U.S. LWR'S (REFTELS), A POTENTIAL PROBLEM WHICH DOES 
NOT ARISE IN THE CANDU OR BRITISH SGHWR SYSTEMS. THE 
NUCLEAR POWER ADVISORY BOARD HAS YET TO MAKE ITS RECOM 
MENDATIONS ON REACTOR TYPES TO HMG, AND OBVIOUSLY A 
FINAL DECISION WILL REMAIN IN ABEYANCE PENDING THE 
RESULTS OF THE GENERAL ELECTION. IT SEEMS CLEAR, HOWEVER, 

THAT SOME ELEMENTS OF THE GOVERNMENT ARE CASTING ABOUT 
FOR A HEAVY WATER ALTERNATIVE, POSSIBLY IN CONJUNCTION 
WITH CANDU EXPERTISE, TO THE IMPORT OF U.S. LWR NUCLEAR 
REACTOR TECHNOLOGY. 

4. FOR EMBASSY OTTAWA: WE WOULD GREATLY APPRECIATE ANY 
INFORMATION ON COTTRELL'S VISIT. ANNENBERG 
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